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The recent trend of building up border walls and fences or of establishing immaterial frontiers to prevent 

third countries’ nationals from entering countries or to make this possibility harder. This trend has 

acquired a particular importance and meaning in places such as many European countries or the USA, but 

also in different areas in Asia or Africa. However, the recourse to these obstacles, be them material or 

immaterial ones, has put some important International Law concepts and cornerstone categories at risk, 

weakening international refugee law norms but also distorting some basic concepts of the law of the sea 

in the case of Europe, the access to water in the Americas or, more in general, international human rights 

law all over the world. But also border walls and fences are deeply harming the environment, causing great 

potential harm to animal species. 

 While sociologists, anthropologists and political scientists have developed in-depth analysis on the 

issue, International Law has barely paid attention to this renovated phenomenon beyond classical studies 

pointing to the border wall on Palestinian territory or the USA-Mexico fence. The absence of any legal 

reflection on these problems implies, on the one hand, ignoring nowadays a new trend in understanding 

International Law. On the other hand, a unilateral point of view considers only security reasons which 

might run counter International Law hardcore values and concepts, strengthening a more regressive view 

of it as a cosmopolitan legal order.  

 The contributions included in this Forum of the Spanish Yearbook of International Law try to 

address and discuss such a reflection. They are part of the outreach of the research project “Walls in 

Contemporary International Law: Consequences for international security, human dignity and 

sustainability” (DER2015-65846R, DIRMUR), funded by the Spanish Ministry of Economy and 

Competitiveness (MINECO). The following contributions correspond to the papers submitted to the 

scientific committee of the international workshop held at Castilla-La Mancha University, Cuenca 

Campus, on the 30th and 31st of May, 2019, jointly organized by the Spanish Society of International Law 

(AEPDIRI), through the Jean Monnet Project “Globalizing the Union’s Debate: Internal and External 
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Leadership in an Era of Challenges (EUGLOBAL; Project Ref. 599757-EPP-1-2018-1-ES-EPPJMO-

PROJECT) and the aforementioned research group. All the contributions have been subject to a double 

blind peer-review system in order to set the programme for the said international workshop. 

 Professor Ana Salinas is the Project manager of DIRMUR, being also members of it: Prof. Antonio 

Fernández Tomás, Prof. Angel Sánchez Legido and senior lecturers Juan Miguel Ortega Terol, Vanesa 

Ballesteros Moya and Carmen Martinez Carmena, from University of Castilla-La Mancha; Prof. Rosario 

Huesa Vinaixa and senior lecturers Joan David Janer Torrens, Margalida Capellà i Roig, Valentina 

Milano and Pau de Vilchez Morales, from University of Balearic Islands; and senior lecturers Oscar 

Abalde, Nicolás Alonso Moredas, Mª Dolores Bollo Arocena, Iñigo Iruretagoiena and Juan Soroeta, from 

the University of the Basque Country. 


